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April 14 

'I like Delhi's Cosmpolitan Culture'  

By Dr RK Shevgaonkar  

Published: 13th Apr 2014 06:00:00 AM  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/I-like-Delhis-Cosmpolitan-

Culture/2014/04/13/article2163213.ece Photos  

  

I was born and raised in Gwalior and I studied at IIT Kanpur. From there I went to Bangalore and then to the 

US. I have also lived in Pune, but the longest that I’ve stayed in a city is in Bombay, for about 24 years. 

I am relatively new to Delhi, having lived here for just two-and-a-half years. However, there are a number of 

things I have grown to like about the city in this short period. To begin with—its excellent and wide roads 

which is something you do not see in most cities. Secondly, there are lots of open spaces, gardens and plenty of 

greenery here that is slowly disappearing in other cities. The Delhi airport is excellent and its services match 

international standards. You also get to see a lot of historical monuments. Every corner of the city is steeped in 

history. Delhi is also a big centre of education with a large number of premier institutions, academic and R&D 

institutions being located here. The Delhi Metro is a commendable feat that connects the entire national capital 

region and is comparable to any international metro rail network. In my opinion, even more admirable is 

DMRC’s style of working—the way the network (elevated and underground) was constructed without causing 

much hassle to the city’s traffic or people. 

Delhi is also quite culturally active. There are lots of music and art festivals taking place in Delhi round the 

year, which I enjoy attending. The city’s museums, handicraft exhibitions—something or the other is always 

happening here. Another thing I like about Delhi is its cosmopolitan culture. People from different regions of 

India and parts of the world are here all year round. They bring their own culture and ethos to the city. Unlike 

Mumbai, one also gets to experience and enjoy different seasons in Delhi. I enjoy and look forward to Delhi 

winter. 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/I-like-Delhis-Cosmpolitan-Culture/2014/04/13/article2163213.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/I-like-Delhis-Cosmpolitan-Culture/2014/04/13/article2163213.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/I-like-Delhis-Cosmpolitan-Culture/2014/04/13/article2163213.ece#tabs-275876-1
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However, there are a few jarring things about Delhi as well that an outsider notices from day one. Lack of safety 

for women being the most obvious one. Eve teasing, ogling at women is so common here. If you’ve lived in the 

city you probably get used to it, but it is extremely uncomfortable for someone new to the city. 

Another thing is the traffic indiscipline. Over-speeding, rash driving, jumping red lights makes driving here a 

nightmare. Also, the people of the city are quite short-tempered. They get angry really fast and even minor 

issues get blown into brawls and incidents of road rage. 

Unmetered autos are another menace. I have lived in Mumbai and Pune where no auto will go without meter. 

But here hardly any auto will go by meter. 

Every conversation in Delhi is power generated. Everyone wants to show off how well connected they are. 

Another thing that I never saw in Mumbai or Pune and is typical of Delhi is its extravagant weddings. But I do 

realise that as director of IIT Delhi, who lives in a posh neighbourhood and travels by car, there may be many 

worlds here that I may not be aware of that the common people may experience. I have just shared my 

observations and experiences of this wondrous city. 

Shevgaonkar is Director, IIT-Delhi 

(As told to Supriya Sharma) 

CoEP partners with IIT-Bombay and VNIT on an R&D project 

costing Rs39.39 crore 

Monday, 14 April 2014 - 7:32am IST | Place: Pune | Agency: DNA  

http://www.dnaindia.com/pune/report-coep-partners-with-iit-bombay-and-vnit-on-an-rd-project-costing-

rs3939-crore-1978095  

Pune: Soon, the expensive healthcare devices which are out of common man's reach will be available at low costs as the 

city's premier institute, College of Engineering Pune (CoEP) is partnering with the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 

Bombay and Visvesvaraya National Institute of Technology (VNIT) on research and development (R&D) project. 

The cost of the project is estimated at Rs39.39 crore to develop low-cost health care equipment, which will have 

innovative features. 

An estimated amount of $40 billion is spent on healthcare every year. Over 50 per cent is spent in hospitals and 30 per 

cent on pharmaceuticals. 

"Medical devices represent nearly 20 per cent of the total healthcare spending, growing at over 15 per cent annually," 

said BB Ahuja, professor of Production Engineering and deputy director of CoEP. 

He added that majority of the devices are imported and are costly. It thus becomes difficult for patients who are from 

the economically weaker section of society to afford them. 

"Healthcare could be improved with modern technological inputs. Medical devices including variety of implants is an 

important area that requires inputs from medical as well as technological institutions," said a sanction order by Rajiv 

Gandhi Science and Technology Commission Government of Maharashtra. 

Ahuja said that after going through an extensive exercise and discussions with medical and engineering professionals, it 

was felt that it is appropriate to set up a dedicated facility to carry out this project. 

"As per the proposal submitted by IIT Bombay, there will be bio-medical engineering and Technology Centre Incubation 

at IIT Bombay and two sub-centres at VNIT, Nagpur and COEP," he said. 

He added that the the project is for five years and it will be monitored by the commission. Of the sanctioned funds, 

Rs2.5 crore has been allocated to CoEP, Rs2.6 crore for VNIT and the rest for IIT-B. 

http://www.dnaindia.com/pune/report-coep-partners-with-iit-bombay-and-vnit-on-an-rd-project-costing-rs3939-crore-1978095
http://www.dnaindia.com/pune/report-coep-partners-with-iit-bombay-and-vnit-on-an-rd-project-costing-rs3939-crore-1978095
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CoEP already posses expertise in biomedical technology as the college have provided nine units of implants to Sancheti 

hospital. The CoEP will augment its existing infrastructure and will be hiring fresh research fellows to specifically work on 

this project. 

Ahuja said that since the project is in the nascent stage, it would be difficult to say by how much the cost will go down 
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आईआईटी स्टूडेंट्स का होगा अपना 'सीनेट' 

By: Inextlive | Inextlive Editorial Team  

 

Publish Date: Mon 14-Apr-2014 07:00:01 

http://inextlive.jagran.com/iit-bhu-will-start-students-senate-21157  

 

-IIT BHU ने की ह ैनेक्स्ट सेशन से अपने ्टूडेंट्स को डेमोके्रटटक प्लेटफॉमम देन ेकी तैयारी  

-्टूडेंट्स सीनेट के मसौदे को फाइनल टच टदये जाने का चल रहा ह ैकाम, online होगा इलेक्सशन  

varanasi@inext.co.in 

VARANASI: बीएचय ूके ्टूडेंट्स को भले ही उनका प्लेटफॉमम न टमल पाया हो लेटकन आईआईटी बीएचय ूके ्टूडेंट्स को उनका मंच देन ेकी तैयाररयां शरुू हो गयी 

हैं. जी हां, आईआईटी बीएचय ूएडटमटन्रेशन ने अपन े्टूडेंट्स को डेमोके्रटटक प्लेटफॉमम देन ेकी पहल की ह.ै सतू्रों से टमली जानकारी के अनसुार प्लटेफॉमम के गठन को 

अंटतम रूप देन ेका काम चल रहा ह.ै आईआईटी बीएचय ूके ्टूडेंट्स का प्लेटफॉमम '्टूडेंट्स सीनेट' के नाम से होगा.  

प्रमखु की पो्ट वाइस प्रेटसडेंट 

्टूडेंट्स सीनेट के प्रमखु की पो्ट वाइस प्रेटसडेंट की होगी. हालांटक इस पो्ट को प्रेटसडेंट या टफर सेके्रटरी का नाम भी टदया जा सकता है. इस पो्ट के टलए इलेक्सशन होंगे. 

इलेक्सशन में चनुा गया ्टूडेंट ही वाइस प्रेटसडेंट की पो्ट पर काटबज होगा. वाइस प्रेटसडेंट के अलावा सीनेट में ्पोट्मस, कल्चर, हॉ्टल आटद के टलए भी पदाटिकारी चनेु 

जायेंगे. खास बात यह है टक ्टूडेंट्स सीनेट के टलए होने वाला इलेक्सशन ऑनलाइन होगा. परूी पारदटशमता के साथ होन ेवाले इलेक्सशन में ्टूडेंट्स को एक जगह कंप्यटूर पर 

अपना रोल नंबर फीड कराना हाेगा और सीनेट के टलए इलेक्सशन में खडे सभी कैं डीडेट्स का नाम उसके कंप्यटूर ्क्रीन पर आ जायेगा. अब ्टूडेंट को टसफम  अपने मनपसंद 

कैं डीडेट के नाम के आगे टटक करना होगा और उसका वोट काउंट हो जायेगा. 

अपनी बात रखन ेका टमलेगा मौका  

सतू्रों की मानें तो आईआईटी बीएचयू के इलेक्सशन में खचम पर कंरोल रखन ेके टलए कुछ इस तरह की तैयारी की गयी ह.ै ्टूडेंट्स को अपनी बात रखन ेके टलए आईआईटी 

एडटमटन्रेशन की ओर से व्यव्था उपलब्ि करायी जायेगी. इसके अलावा कैं डीडेट्स को एक बार क्सवाटलफाइगं ्पीच देन ेका भी अवसर प्रदान टकया जायेगा. आईआईटी 

एडटमटन्रेशन की कोटशश है टक ्टूडेंट्स को अपनी बात कहने का परूा मौका टमले. टजससे टक उनके साथ टकसी भी तरह का अन्याय न हो पाए.  
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